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CGC identifies (2021):

Solution-Action Gap

Policy Gap

Governance Gap



What the Science Tells Us:

Planetary Emergency → Path towards catastrophic climate 
change, having exceeded six of nine Planetary Boundaries.

IPCC Warning

Critical Timeframe → Few years remain to implement far-
reaching action to stabilize global temperatures 

→ Even with decisive action, we will still surpass the 1.5°C limit, 
leading to long-term, uncertain outcomes.

→ Reducing GHG is necessary but insufficient.

→ Earth System Governance is imperative to manage 
climate, biodiversity, freshwater, land use, and nutrient 
overloading, while also meeting societal needs.







Climate Governance Commission Report

● Landmark report of the CGC, “Governing Our 
Planetary Emergency” launched in 2023.

● GOAL: Provide a comprehensive framework for 
addressing the gaps in our climate governance 
model.

● Offers 10 near-term proposals (one-to-three 
years) and 5 medium-term proposals (three-to-
five years).

https://globalgovernanceforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Governing-our-Planetary-Emergency-CGC-Statement-UNGA.pdf
https://globalgovernanceforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Governing-our-Planetary-Emergency-CGC-Statement-UNGA.pdf


CGC Report Proposals: Near-Term

1

Urgently 
Improve 

Climate COPs 
to Focus on 

Delivery, 
Action, and 

Accountability

2

Declare a 
Planetary 

Emergency 
and Establish 
a Planetary 
Emergency 
Platform

3

Ensure 
Responsible 
Action from 

Powerful 
Actors on 
Climate 

Commitments

4

Enhance 
International 

Scientific 
Capacity for 
Earth System 
Governance

5

Elevate 
Environmental 

Governance 
within the 

Multilateral 
System

6

Introduce 
New 

International 
Measures to 
Bridge the 

Great Finance 
Divide

7

Ensure more 
Innovative 

International 
Law, and 
Citizen 

Participation

8

Connect 
International 

Trade and 
Investment 
Law with 

Ecological 
Priorities

9

Catalyze 
Business as a 

Force for 
Good

10

Boost 
“Next-

Generation” 
City and 
Regional 
Alliances



CGC Proposals: Medium-Term

1. Establish a Global Environment Agency (GEA) to serve as a central hub for global climate and environment 
governance.

2. Establish an International Court for the Environment (ICE) tasked with resolving relevant international 
environmental law disputes and providing authoritative advisory opinions.

3. Adapt Environmental Law to the Anthropocene, shifting towards enhanced safeguarding of the Earth's life-
support systems for sustainable development, recognizing Earth's biophysical systems as vital functions serving 
all nations and peoples.

4. Reform Bretton Woods Institutions and Enhance Multilateral Development Bank/National Development 
Agency Collaboration, to transform the global financial and economic system to support climate/Planetary 
Boundaries and human development objectives, expand public development finance, and foster greater 
international collaboration in the financing of global public goods and protection of the global commons.

5. Institute Broader International Institutional Reforms, including for example, of the UN Charter for a more 
effective and representative Security Council, strengthening the international rule of law, human rights 
machinery and a UN Parliamentary Assembly, and creating new UN funding mechanisms.





What is                   ?

https://earthgovernance.org/



From CGC Through MEGA to Impact

SMART COALITIONS

Informs

REPORT

Upgrade the UN 
Environment Program

Establish an International Panel 
on Planetary boundaries 

Build accountability for 
environmental governance

Establish an International Court 
for the Environment 

Establish a Global 
Environment Agency

Establish an International 
Anti-corruption court Etc. 



Example of a successful Smart Coalition: 

The creation of the International Criminal Court (ICC) by a 
coalition of states and NGOs to combat impunity for the most 
serious crimes of international concern.

MEGA’s Smart Coalition Strategy

Strategic alliances of state and non-state actors working to realize ambitious global governance reforms. 

will use the Smart Coalitions approach 
to translate proposals from the CGC into 
strengthened global governance.



TOWARDS THE 
CREATION OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ANTI-CORRUPTION 
COURT (IACC)

Maja Groff, Esq., Senior Treaty Advisor at Integrity Initiatives 
International, Co-Chair of the Coordinating Committee to 
establish an IACC, Chair Advisory and Drafting Committees IACC, 
and Convenor, Climate Governance Commission

Photo Credit: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands



“Our view of the future is still clouded by 
ignorance and distorted by bias. 

But our descendants, if all goes well, will 
be far wiser than we are. […] They will 
draw strength and insight from a more 

just, skillful and mature civilisation”

- Toby Ord 
“The Precipice: Existential Risk and The Future of Humanity” 

2020 
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